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1. APRN EDUCATION 
 

Below are some of key points regarding APRN education. While some hold true to all 4 APRN roles, some 
are NP specific.  
 

* The foundational knowledge of pathology, pharmacology, disease management and health 
promotion are shared by Nursing, Medicine, Pharmacy and other health disciplines. This 
knowledge doesn’t belong exclusively to any one profession. 
 
*Today’s healthcare workforce shares considerable overlapping knowledge and skills. We need to 
maximize this to the benefit of patients.  
 
*The educational path to become a nurse practitioner is robust and based on standardized core 
elements, national program accreditation and capped by a national certification examination.  
 
* To become an NP, one must complete healthcare-focused undergraduate and graduate degree 
nursing programs and pass national board certification exams.  
  
* Prerequisites for application to a graduate NP program require that prospective students hold 
an undergraduate, bachelor’s degree in Nursing, pass a national certification exam—called the 
NCLEX —and be licensed as a registered nurse and hold an unencumbered active RN license.  
 
*NPs graduate from a nationally accredited graduate degree programs that includes both 
classroom and clinical rotations and must demonstrate clinical competency. 

*NP curriculum is nationally standardized to include core content areas developed by the 
National Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculty. 

*NP programs must be nationally accredited and are held accountable to ensure that core 
content and national education standards are maintained by the Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education, the CCNE. The CCNE is recognized by the U.S. Secretary of Education and 
accountable to the Department of Education for maintaining accreditation standards. 

*NPs graduates must pass a standardized national certification exam. These exams are rigorous, 
psychometrically-sound, and legally defensible, competency-based examinations for knowledge 
and expertise in patient care as advanced clinicians.  These certification programs are themselves 
accredited by the Accreditation Board of Specialty Nursing Certification (ABSNC), and the National 
Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA),  
 
* NP graduate education prepares clinicians for independent licensure and practice.  Programs 
prepare graduates to these national standards knowing that an APRN may end of practicing in 
any state.  
 

http://www.nursingcertification.org/
http://www.credentialingexcellence.org/
http://www.credentialingexcellence.org/
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Specific to Online Programs: 

• NP education embraces technology. Nursing leads the way and has been using 
technology to take didactic, classroom learning to rural and other communities. No NP 
program is entirely online. Clinical skills are gained in live time clinical setting. 

• As we enter the second decade of the 21st century, it’s not a surprise that most 
universities of any disciplines incorporate some form of online learning. 

• These are not correspondence courses. These programs are required to meet the same 

accreditation requirements as brick and mortar schools.  Many programs provide 

students access to the same lectures and learning experiences via internet video and 

platforms.  

• The profession takes the requirements seriously and actively tracks trends to ensure 

patient care and standards remain consistent in all programs. NP programs are subject to 

ongoing national accreditation review requirements, accreditors investigate complaints 

and all NP programs are required to maintain standards or would lose their accredited 

standing.  Students may not take a national board certification exam if they do not 

graduate from an accredited program.  

• Trend data do not find any differences/discrepancies between the national certification 

pass rates or board of nursing action for individuals who completed distance-based 

programs or a brink-and-mortor program.  

 
 


